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1 4 4 0 Johannes Guttenberg invented 
movable typefaces. Giving the world a 
cheaper way to obtain the written word

Nicolas Jenson created Roman Type. It 
was far more readable than blackletter, 
and caught on quickly.
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SERIF
Old Style
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 Bembo 
Designed by Francesco Griffo for Venetian printer 

Aldus Manutius
 First italic old style font

 Garamond 
Designed by Claude Garamond

 His designs followed the model of an influential 
design cut for Venetian printer Aldus Manutius

 Small bowl of the ‘a’ and the small eye of the ‘e’

Caslon 
William Caslon created a typeface which features 

straighter serifs and much more obvious contrasts 
between thin and bold strokes

 Cheltenham 
Designed by architect Bertram Goodhue and 

Ingalls Kimball
 It has elements of both an old style and 

transitional face

souvenir
Designby Morris Fuller Benton for American Type 

Founders. 
 Used in a wide variety of print surfaces 

Sabon 
Designed by the German-born typographer and 

designer Jan Tschichold
 Based on Claude Garamond’s type
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 Baskerville 
Designed by John Baskerville in 

Birmingham England 
 The first transitional Roman typeface 
 Increased the contrast between thick 

and thin strokes
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Transitional
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Modern Style

1967

SANS SERIF

 Bodoni 
Designed by Giambattista Bodoni 

 The contrasts were more extreme than ever before, and 
created a very cool, fresh look 

 
Didot 

Designed by Firmin Didot and Pierre Didot 
 The Didot family were among the first to set up a printing 
press in the newly independent Greece, and typefaces in 

the style of Didot have remained popular in Greek since

1 8 9 6 Akzidenz-Grotesk
Is a sans-serif typeface family originally released by 
the Berthold Type Foundry of Berlin. One of the first 
sans serif typeface to be widely used.

Johnston
Designed by Edward Johnston. A humanist Sans-
seriftypeface 

Gill sans
Designed by Eric Gill and released by the British 
branch of Monotype in 1928. A basic set is included 
with some Microsoft software and Mac OS  

Univers
Is the name of a large sans-serif typeface family 
designed by Adrian Frutiger and released by his 
employer Deberny & Peignot in 1957. Based on the 
model of the typeface ‘Akzidenz-Grotesk’ 

Helvetica
Is a widely used sans-serif typeface developed in 
1957 by Swiss typeface designer Max Miedinger 
with input from Eduard Hoffmann. One of the most 
popular typeface of the 20th century.Termination of 
all strokes on exactly horizontal or vertical lines 

Eurostile
Is a geometric sans-serif typeface designed by Aldo 
Novarese. Eurostile is a popular display font 

Arial
Is a sans-serif typeface and set of computer fonts. 
Designed by team of 10 for monotype Typo. It has 
20 different variations

Gotham
Designed by American type designer Tobias Frere-
Jones. Gotham has a relatively broad design with a 
reasonably high x-height and wide apertures.

Klavika
Designed by Eric Olson and released by Process 
Type Foundry. Used in Facebook Logo. The capital 
G has no bar, the capital Q has a tail at the bottom, 
the lowercase g is double story, and the lowercase k 
has diagonal strokes that meet at the vertical, with a 
gap.
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Slab Serif
 Slab serif 

Vincent Figgins designs a typeface with square serif
Futura 

Designed by Paul Renner. It is based on geometric shapes, especially 
the circle, similar in spirit to the Bauhaus design style of the period. 

Has an appearance of efficiency and forwardness
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GOTHIC BLACKLETTER & ROMAN


