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The International Typographic Style, or Swiss Style, is a 
graphic design style developed in Switzerland in the 1950s. 
Its main qualities emphasize cleanliness, readability, and 
objectivity. As a part of the modernist movement, the style 
includes hallmarks such as asymmetric layouts, use of a grid, 
and sans-serif typefaces. Many of the early International 
Typographic Style works featured typography as a primary 
design element. Notable typefaces that came from the period 
include Helvetica, Univers, and Akzidenz Grotesk.

                 • The Berthold Type Foundry released its 

Akzidenz Grotesk typeface, the first sans-serif typeface to be widely used.

.                   • Herbert Matter designed posters for the Swiss National Tourist Office and resorts. 

               • Josef Müller-Brockmann opened his Zurich studio specializing in graphic design and photo.

He is recognized for his simple designs and clean use of typography, notably Helvetica.                • Armin Hofmann 

taught at the Basel School of Art and is well known for his posters, which emphasized economical use of color and 

typefaces.          • The French Type Foundry Deberny & Peignot wanted to make a new font that would be suitable for 
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the typesetting of longer texts and eventually created the Univers type family.                 • Helvetica was developed by Max 

Miedinger with Eduard Hofmann at the Haas Foundry in Switzerland. It was released to compete with Akzidenz-Grotesk in

in the Swiss market.               • Four Zürich-based graphic designers launched the first issue of Neue Graphik magazine, 

a magazine devoted to Swiss Style design and typograph.                • Unimark, an international design firm opened 

and became one of the largest design firms in the world. The graphic style of the projects was decidedly 

modernist, and the typeface Helvetica was used often.                   • Emil Ruder published a

basic grammar of typography book. This book helped spread and propagate 

the International Swiss Style of typography and design.
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