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Originally named Neue Haas 
Grotesk, Helvetica is a widely used 
sans-serif typeface developed in 
1957. Helvetica is a neo-grotesque 
or realist design, one influenced by 
the famous 19th century typeface 
Akzidenz-Grotesk.

Developed by the Haas Type Found-
ry of Münchenstein, Switzerland, 
its release was planned to match 
a trend: a resurgence of interest 
in turn-of-the-century grotesque 
typefaces among European graphic 
designers.
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Max
Miedinger

Birth:

Death: 

December 24
1910
Zurich, CH

March 8
1980
Zurich, CH

Max Miedinger was a Swiss type-
face designer known for designing 

the Helvetica typeface.

Between 1926 and 1930 Miedinger 
trained as a typesetter in Zurich,.

At age sixteen Max became an 
apprentice typesetter for Jacques 

Bollmann at a book printing office in 
Zurich. After four years as an 

apprentice, Miedinger enrolled in the 
School of Arts and Crafts.

At 26 he went to work for an adver-
tising studio called Globe, working 

as a typographer. After ten years at 
Globe, Miedinger gained employ-

ment with Haas Type Foundry as a 
representative. 

In 1956 Miedinger became a 
freelance graphic designer and 

about a year later he collaborated 
with Edouard Hoffmann at Haas on 

the typeface Neue Haas Grotesk, 
which would later be called 

Helvetica.
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Letter forms

Helvetica is among the most widely used 
sans serif typefaces and has been a 

popular choice for corporate logos,
including those for American Airlines, 

American Apparel, BMW, Jeep, JCPen-
ney, Microsoft, Mitsubishi Electric, Target, 
Toyota, Panasonic, Motorola, and Verizon 

Wireless. Apple has incorporated 
Helvetica in the iOS® platform and the 
iPod® device. Helvetica is widely used 

by the U.S. government, most notably on 
federal income tax forms, and NASA used 

the type for the space shuttle orbiters.
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A B C D
Upper Case

E F G H
I J K L
M N O P
Q R S T
U V W X
Y Z



a b c d
Lower Case

e f g h
i j k l

m n o p
q r s t
u v w x

y z



REGULAR Helvetica 30pt
“The ghost of electricity howls in the bones of her face
Where these visions of Johanna have now taken my 
place.” 14pt

“Visions of Johanna” 
(Blonde on Blonde, 1966) 18pt

“To her, death is quite romantic
She wears an iron vest
Her profession’s her religion
Her sin is her lifelessness.” 14pt

“Desolation Row” 
(Highway 61 Revisited, 1965) 18pt

LIGHT Helvetica 35pt

BOLD Helvetica 30pt
“You say you never compromise
With the mystery tramp, but now you realize
He’s not selling any alibis
As you stare into the vacuum of his eyes
And say “Do you want to make a deal?” 14pt

“Like a Rolling Stone” 
(Highway 61 Revisited, 1965) 18pt
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REGULAR Helvetica 30pt

“Idiot wind
Blowing through the flowers on your tomb
Blowing through the curtains in your room

Idiot wind
Blowing every time you move your teeth.” 14pt

“Idiot Wind” 
(Blood on the Tracks, 1975) 18pt

OBLIQUE Helvetica 30pt

“Well, the emptiness is endless, cold as the clay
You can always come back, but you can’t come 

back all the way.” 14pt

“Mississippi” 
(Love & Theft, 2001) 18pt

BOLD OBLIQUE 30pt

“She wears an Egyptian ring 
That sparkles before she speaks

She’s a hypnotist collector
You are a walking antique.” 14pt

“She Belongs to Me” 
(Bringing It All Back Home, 1965) 18pt

LIGHT OBLIQUE 30pt 

BOLD Helvetica 30pt
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NUMBERS
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Arial

Helvetica’s lowercase “a” 
has a curved terminal that 

is cut-off vertically

Helvetica tends to have 
either vertical or horizontal

cut-off terminals, 
while Arial has slanted 

terminals.

The top of the bowl in 
Helvetica meets the stem 
with a curve, while Arial’s 
lowercase “a” meets its 

stem bluntly.

The uppercase”G” in 
Helvetica has a small 

vertical finishing stroke that 
connects to its crossbar, 

while Arial’s 
uppercase “G’ does not.



G Q
Q

R
R

Helvetica

Arial’s uppercase “Q” has 
a slight curve in it’s tail, 

while the tail in Helvetica’s 
uppercase “Q” is a simple 

diagonal.

The leg in Helvetica’s 
uppercase “R” has a slight 

curve at its end, while 
Arial’s leg continue a 

downward slope.

The leg in Arial’s 
uppercase “R” has a softer 

downward slope than 
Helvetica’s much steeper, 

almost vertical angle.



$Helvetica

The entire family package 
for the Helvetica typeface 

can be purchased on fonts.
com by the Linotype Foundry 
for $999. The same price for 
purchase of Helvetica can 
be found on fontshop.com. 
It costs $35 to purchase any 
individual style part of the 

family. 
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