
781
Manuscripts were hand scribed on 
parchment using a pen and brush. 
Brushes were made from animal hair 
and assembled on steel and wood 
staffs. Scribes wrote in a way that 
resembeled the Latin alphabet.

1150
European scribes began to 
compress type laterally, 
which created what we know 
as Black Letter. The angle of 
the pen allowed for a fluid 
connection to the parchment 
and a wide variety of weight 
contrast in glyphs.  

1400
In 1400 Western Europe, masters 
began developing the process of 
printing on cloth and carving letters 
into pieces of wood. Once printed, 
they were meant to be colored either 
by hand or by stencil.  

1440
In 1440, a German man named 
Johannes Gutenberg created the 
printing press, which allowed for 
manuscripts and books to be 
published on a large scale. Up until 
now, everything had to be hand written 
and rescribed. 

1522
Scribes are still hand writing 
manusctipts even after the Gutenberg 
press was created. The The Tsgrooten 
Antiphonary, a book of hymns, is 
known as a midieval masterpiece with  
beautiful decorations on the border of 
the pages all done by hand. 

Johann Carolus created the first 
newspaper called The Relation in 
Strasbourg, Germany. With the 
invention of movable type, glyphs and 
characters could be rearranged on 
paper at a faster and easier rate, which 
allowed for more newspapers to reach 
farther places. 

1885
The linotype was invented, which is 
known to be the first automated 
typesetting machine. This made 
printing less labor intensive because it 
allowed for type to be chosen, used, 
and then cycled back into the machine 
automatically.  

Type Through Time

Calligraphy
Calligraphy is known as the art of beautiful handwriting. The 
word comes from the Greek work “beauty” (kallos) and “to 
write” (graphein). Throughout the Middle East and East Asia, 
calligraphy is viewed as a type of art, equal to sculpture and 
painting. The letter forms are elegant yet readable.  
Calligraphers hand scribed manuscripts like the Old and 
New Testament, Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales and many more. 

The world goes digital, bitmap fonts 
were created in the 1980s with the first 
generation of technology. Bitmap fonts 
are digital and made up of pixels that 
can be edited for readability and 
quality, they require a separate font for 
each size and resolution.

Vector fonts were created for 
computers. The font files are outlines of 
each letter and formulate each glyph. 
These fonts can be resized much 
faster and much easier than bitmap.   
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