
COMPARISON

Univers’ font was created 
almost simultaneously with 
other successful alphabets: 
Helvetica (1957) and Optima 
(1958). Whereas Helvetica, 
for example had a general 
clarity and a modern, timeless 
and neutral effect, Univers 
expressed a factual and 
cool elegance and a rational 
competence. 
 Univers 55 Roman in general 
has circular and rectangular 
curves with consisten 

strokes whereas Optima has 
inconsistent strokes and Futura 
has very sharp and crisp edges. 
Futura has thinner strokes and 
a higher cap-height compared 
to Univers.  The edge of the 

“N” is extremely sharp for both 
Optima and Futura, but the 
edge of the “N” for Univers is 
more like a rectangle. The same 
Characteristic is shown for the 
edge of the “W”.  The stroke of 
the Optima  Y’s crotch has thick 
and thin parts, whereas Futura 

and Univers stays consistent. 
But again, Futura’s typeface in 
general is much thinner than 
Univers. 
 The tail of the “g” for Futura 
almost touches the baseline. 
The “g” for Optima connects 
with the upper and lower part 
of the character, linking the 
neck. The ascender of the “l” for 
Futura reaches the cap-height 
whereas the Optima “l” has a 
thicker stroke compared to its 
middle part. 

Univers 55 Roman 50pt

New York grill
Optima Regular 50pt

New York grill
Futura Book 50pt

New York grill

A comparison 
in typographic 
anatomy with 
three styles 
of sans-serifs: 
Univers, Optima 
and Futura. All 
three typefaces 
vary in stroke 
width, cap-
height, and 
overall glyph 
forms, which 
adds to the 
uniqueness of 
each typeface.
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The shoulder (the red rectangular box) of the Univers 
is slightly higher than the x-height. Helvetica’s shoulder 
of the n passes Univers’ x-height by far, but Optima’s n 
shoulder is lower than the x-height of Univers. Likewise, 
the x-height of Helvetica is higher than that of Univers 
and the x-height of Optima is lower than Univers.

The y of Univers and Helvetica have smaller width 
whereas Futura’s is thicker. The baseline for Futura 
Bold is higher than Univers 65 Bold. The crotch (red 
rectangular box) for both Futura and Helvetica Bold are 
higher than Univers. The tail (red circle) of Helvetica Bold 
points upwards and Futura’s goes more downwards in 
comparison to Univers.
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