
Typography
1448
Johannes Gutenberg 

invents the printing 

press and mimics black 

letter for the type

Deconstructivism is a design movement 

that began in the late 1980s. It is 

characterized by “an absence of harmony, 

continuity or symmetry,” according 

to Taschen. The concept behind the 

movement is to show how designs are 

structured and constructed, but still 

function as a form of art or architecture. It 

puts the burden of analyzing how things 

are put together on the audience rather 

than on the artist or designer. Some of 

the pioneers in this movement include 

architects Frank Gehry, who designed the 

Walt Disney Concert Hall which opened 

in 2003 in Los Angeles and I.M. Pei, who 

designed the famous pyramid entrance 

to the Louvre Museum which opened in 

1989 in Paris. Many critics of the movement 

claim the amount of shock value present in 

these deconstructed designs can inhibit the 

viewer’s ability to interpret the message 

behind the pieces. However, proponents 

of the movement note it is an opportunity 

for designers to invade typical thinking and 

build destroyed, or deconstructed forms. 

Either way, some of the most recognizable 

and distinct designs can be attributed 

to the deconstruction movement, which 

for better or worse, earns it a spot of 

significance in design history.

DECONSTRUCTIVISMTHE HISTORY OF
700 B.C.
Romans adapted the Greek 

alphabet to create 23 characters 

that were all capitals. This created 

original serif type.1040
Early versions of 

moveable type are used

1470
Nicolas Jenson creates 

Roman type

1523
Claude Garamond 

designs Garamond

1501
Francesco Griffo designs italic type

1734
First type made with counter 

punch method

1734
Giambattista Bodoni 

designs Bodoni

1932
Victor Lardent & Stanley Morison 

design Times New Roman

1957
Max Miedinger with help from Eduard 

Hoffman designs Helvetica
1784
Firmin Didot 

designs Didot

1757
John Baskerville designs 

transitional type

1816
William Caslon IV 

designs the first sans 

serif typeface, Caslon

1817
Vincent Figgins designs 

the first commerical slab 

serif typeface, Antique

1927
Paul Renner 

designs Futura

1950s
Phototypesetting 

and offset printing 

gain popularity

1952
First type designed 

with software

1734
William Caslon designs Caslon

1955
Howard “Bud” Kettler 

designs Courier

2000
Tobias Frere-Jones 

designs Gotham


