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History
Franklin Gothic was designed by Morris Fuller Benton 
in 1902 for the American Type Founders. It is a sans-
serif font that was originally designed for newspapers, 
magazines and advertisements. Benton named the 
typeface after the famous American printer, Benjamin 
Franklin. The simplicity and clean design made Franklin 
Gothic very readable and became popular. It was 
originally cut in a single weight, but Benton added 
different weights in later years. In 1979, Victor Caruso, 
from the International Typeface Corporation, added the 
Light, Medium, Bold and Black weights. The variation of 
weights make the typeface very versatile and simple to 
use. This timeless typeface is still widely used today.

Morris Fuller Benton, one of the most influential 
American typeface designer, was born in 1872. He was 
the son of Linn Boyd Benton, typeface designer and 
inventor of the Benton Pantograph, so it was no surprise 
that he went into the business. Benton originally studied 
engineering at Cornell University, but became his 
father’s assistant and later became the director of the 
American Type Founders in 1896. Benton designed over 
200 types including Franklin Gothic, News Gothic and 
Century Schoolbook.

Morris Fuller Benton
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“Tell me and I forget, teach me and I may 
remember, involve me and I learn.”

“Wise men don’t need advice. Fools 
won’t take it.”

Light

Book Regular
“We are all born ignorant, but one must 
work hard to remain stupid.” 

Demi Regular

Heavy Regular
“He that can have patience can 
have what he will.”

Condensed

“Genius without education is like silver 
in the mine.”

Book Italic

Demi Italic

Heavy Italic

“By failing to prepare, you are 
preparing to fail.”

“Wine is constant proof that God loves us 
and loves to see us happy.”

“Never leave that till tomorrow 
which you can do today.”

Medium Regular Medium Italic
“He that is good for making excuses is 
seldom good for anything else.”

“An investment in knowledge pays the 
best interest.”
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A unique characteristic 
of the capital Q is how 
the tail shifts to the 
right in heavier weights.

The lowercase T 
has a slight slant 
on the top, and the 
finial lightly tapers.  

fifl
The two story G 
has delicate curves 
that make the oval 
counters.

The letters that 
have curved 
strokes taper as 
it connects to the 
stem of the letter.

12 13

Franklin Gothic 
offers different 
ligatures that show 
the stable feeling 
of the typeface.  
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