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GRA 437 Project 3 assigned 1/24 | due 2/16 | 10% of course grade

Assessment criteria
1. Compliance
• How well did you meet 
requirements and work within 
stated parameters?

2. Concept and impact
• How strong is the overall 
series theme/concept?
• How well do the stamps hold 
together as a series? 
• How strong is its graphic appeal?

3. Delightfulness
• How engaging and clever is it? 

4. Difficulty
• How much of a challenge did 
you assign yourself? 

5. Execution
• To what degree did you achieve 
excellence in craftsmanship?
• How well did you handle scale?
• How simple, clear and 
sophisticated is your execution?

6. Deadline
• Was it on time? 

7. Rationale
• How thorough and articulate 
is your discussion and analysis.

On the server
Place a folder named {LAST 
NAME} - STAMPS in the proper 
folder by the start of class. In it:
• The Illustrator or InDesign 
file(s), packaged
• A three-page PDF of the final 
designs each on its own page at 
both 400%.
• A one-page PDF of all the 
illustrations together at 100%.

On the course blog
Post the one-page PDF of all 
your illustrations together by 
the start of class; comment 
constructively (one weakness, 
one strength) on the work of 
two classmates by 5 p.m on 
Sunday 2/21. 

Stamp series
The assignment
To help you consider and explore its impact and beauty—and to challenge you to work in an 
extreme format—design a US postal service stamp series that prominently features or 
honors typography. 
This is worth 10% of your final course grade. More importantly, this is a great oppportunity to 
make a beautiful and smart piece for your portfolio.

Required
• Three stamps that together illustrate a theme/concept of your choice.  
• Use the template provided.
• Include the stamp value (Forever), the country of origin (USA) and the caption/title.
• Remember that these comprise a series and as a unit should hold together conceptually 

and visually. How you do that is up to you.

 Up to you
• Series concept • Typeface choices 

Advice
• Do a little stamp research. Start with http://uspsstamps.com and https://en.wikipedia.org/

wiki/Postage_stamp_design.
• Regularly review your concept and design in PRINT and at actual size. If you work at 400% 

on the template and never or rarely test your choices as the target size, you will have 
missed a critical step.

• For goodness’ sake, have fun! This project (like life) is meant to be enjoyed!
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Sources, influences 
& copyright 

If you used  images you found 
online—for reference or 
otherwise—include them in 
your submission as well as the 
entire web address of where you 
found it.

Concept
Explain your series concept, why you chose it and why it is right for the US postal service.

Typography 
List the typeface(s) you used for each stamp, and explain your choices both in the context of 
each individual stamp as well as the overall series.

Layout 
Explain your strategy for each stamp.

Color 
Explain your choices both in the context of each individual stamp as well as the overall series.

Misc.
Explain, discuss or justify any other choices made that I should consider.

What grade do you think you deserve for your effort on this? Why?
Write an honest evaluation of your effort.

What grade do you think you deserve for the work itself? Why?
Write an honest evaluation of the end product.

Something to think about
Tell me what you learned about design and yourself as a designer via this assignment.

Rationale


