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Poster assessment criteria
1. Compliance
• How well did you meet the 
requirements?
2. Concept
• How strong is the design concept?
• How smart, effective and compelling 
is the visual message
• How well do text and visuals 
combine into a cohesive messsage
3. Difficulty
• How much of a challenge did you 
assign yourself?
3. Impact & delightfulness
• How engaging and clever is it?
4. Layout & execution
• To what degree did you achieve 
excellence in craftsmanship?
• How controlled, consistent and 
sophisticated is your execution?
• How well did you orchestrate, 
manage and incorporate elements, 
including control and use of space, 
alignment, grouping, flow, pacing, 
visual organization and hierarchy?
• To what degree did you achieve 
balance an unity?
5. Type & color use
• How well do your typeface and color 
choices fulfill the needs of the project 
and the reader: readability, legibility 
and hierarchy?
• How well does your use of type 
and color contribute to your visual 
message and suit your content?
• How well did you use type size, color, 
spacing and typographic contrast.
6. Content & language
• How interesting and well-curated is 
the information?
• To what degree did you achieve 
clarity and economy of language 
and accuracy in grammar, style and 
spelling? 
7. Deadline
• Was it on time?
8. Rationale
• How thorough and articulate is your 
discussion/analysis?

The gist

The best way to think of this assignment is in three parts: 
1) research the design movement you were assigned in class
2) design a timeline of typographic history poster in that movement’s style
3) make a formal presentation of both the movement and your timeline

The timeline poster requirements
Design an accurate, visually appealing timeline of typographic history in large poster 
format. This should NOT be a poster about the movement you were assigned, rather a 
history of typography. I expect you to move beyond a plain, perfunctory timeline; it 
should be special. And it should inform and delight. Additionally:

1. The poster must be 18x24 inches (or 24x18).
2. The design style of your poster must be inspired by and representative of 
the movement you were assigned.
3. It must include a proper title.
4. A timeline implicitly requires chronological order, of course, but that 
doesn’t have to mean a straight line. You may get creative, but it must work.
5. You must feature a brief written overview of your movement somewhere 
on the poster: an introductory graph, dates and telltale traits. 

As far as other content goes, you should/could include key people, events, technology, 
and movements. I’m not requiring anything more than a date per person/event/
movement/etc., but don’t limit your imagination either. You certainly may expound if 
you want to. The sky’s the limit—so long as you can fit it onto an 18x24 space legibly.
The timeline will count for 5% of your final grade. More importantly, this is your chance to 
create a beautiful and clever piece for your portfolio.

The report and presentation requirements
Research and present a jam-packed 5-minute lecture and visual report on the 
movement you were assigned and your poster. There’s LOADS of information out 
there about this, and you should have zero trouble pulling together a dense and 
informative experience. Smart curating is essential, as is the verbal presentation.

1. Define and describe the movement or style.
2. Explain the societal context that led to and defined the movement.
3. List and explain the movement’s key philosophies, principles, traits.
4. Discuss how the movement affected and/or viewed typography.
5. Include key people and events.
6. Show many examples, including hallmark designs.

Insofar as the actual presentation goes ... 
1. Build the presentation in Keynote or Powerpoint, then show the PDF.
2. Cite relevant sources as itty-bitty footnotes on each slide.
3. Present the movement in the first part, then your timeline in the second. 
(Show your timeline.) Discuss how you came up with the concept (visual and 
editorial), how it represents the style you were assigned, your challenges and 
triumphs, and what you learned about designing.

This will count for 1.5% of your final grade, which might not seem like much now, but it will 
when you’re on the left side of an A- at semester’s end.
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Presentation
assessment criteria
1. Compliance
• How well did you meet requirements 
and work within stated parameters?

• Did you provide a definition, context, 
key contributions, philosophies/
events and effects, as well as sufficient 
examples and  sources? 

2. Quality & quantity
• How strong are the visual aids and 
information?
• Did you provide enough information 
and examples to successfully cover the 
topic?
• Did you make the most of the time 
you had?

3. Preparedness & clarity
• How prepared did you seem?
• How clearly did you present the 
information?
• How engaging and interesting were 
you to watch and listen to?

4. Something new
• Did you enlighten and delight me 
with something I didn’t already know 
or hadn’t already seen?

5. Design
• Did you remember to pay attention 
to the actual design and typography? 
In a design course, there’s no room 
for ugly, disorganized or default 
approaches. 

More report guidelines
Focus on the majors and the most important juicy bits. Do not waste time on 
uninteresting or irrelevant facts. You have five minutes to inspire us and fill our 
design love bucket. : ) 
Go beyond Wikipedia, please. And if you find awesome sources or sites, email me 
the link, and I’ll add them to the resource page on the course blog.
Examples must be from the original movement. Watch out for work produced in 
the style of a movement.
Overload us on examples, not bullet points. This doesn’t mean you don’t have to 
present actual information, of course.

Printing
The most affordable option I know of is to use the 36-inch “plotter” at Bird Library. It 
makes nice 18x24 prints for under $5 each. (You will need to trim it yourself, however, 
so you’ll want to generate a PDF with crop marks so you know where to cut. See me 
if you don’t know how.) Put your high-quality PDF and your original packaged files 
on a hard drive and walk yourself up to the consultation desk on the first floor of 
the library. Tell them you want to print on the plotter and LET THEM WALK YOU 
THROUGH IT. There are tricky bits in the process that can goof things up, and you 
might end up having to pay $5 for each bad print. So ... start at the consultation desk.  

Timeline design advice and tips
Put on your editing hat. Obviously, you won’t be able to fit everything that’s 
happened in typographic history in this limited space. Be intentional about what to 
keep and what to omit. I know that some dates overlap—history is messy, after all—
so just do your best and use common sense when things get murky.
Think about scale. Most of you have never designed anything at 18x24. I strongly 
urge you to print at least one draft before turn-in so you can assess scale. You do not, 
however, have to use the plotter if you don’t want to. You may print it in pieces on the 
lab computers and tape them together for viewing to save money. If you don’t know 
how to do that, ask me.
The details matter. Craft everything intentionally and for a purpose.
If you are feeling frustrated, step away for a few minutes, an hour or a day.
Most of all, have fun with it!
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Slide design 
Show more examples and fewer 
bullet points. Text-heavy slides, even 
interesting ones, distract the audience 
from listening to the speaker, which is 
an uncomfortable and futile position 
to be in. Most people don’t want to 
miss anything, so they try to listen 
and read at the same time, but in the 
end don’t do either well. You or the 
slides become obsolete. 
If design examples are scarce, then 
make each one count (give it visual 
prominence) and speak during that 
slide so it stays up longer. Don’t 
shrink the image, stick in a corner 
and overpower it with text that the 
audience will read instead of listening 
to you. Conversely, don’t enlarge 
it so much that it pixelates. That’s 
unacceptable.
Design with intention and 
attention. Bland slides with bland 
language and bland, low-quality 
images don’t go over well in this 
industry. Don’t be so focused on 
WHAT you’re saying that you forget to 
think about HOW you’re saying it.
Templates. You are a designer. 
Design your own slides. 
Spell-check. No mistakes—not one. 

Oral presentations
Fear not!
I know public speaking is something few of you have much experience with, and even 
fewer enjoy—and that’s precisely why we’re making it a regular feature of our course. 
Presentations are critical in our industry and in your design courses and portfolio 
reviews to come, so I’m going to help you grow on that front. 
You will formally present each of your projects to the class before we critique it, and 
your presentation will be graded. You will explain your concept, challenges, triumphs, 
and what you learned about design and about yourself. 
Presentations are worth 1.5% each, with your final portfolio presentation at the end of 
the semester worth 2.5%, for a total 10% of your final grade.

A few guidelines as you prepare:
Dress as though you were speaking to a potential employer or client. 
Appropriate professional attire tells the audience that you’re prepared, that you care 
about this presentation, that this presentation is worth their time and that you value 
their attention. There’s no need to go buy a suit and tie or go rigidly corporate, but 
sloppy hair and attire say, “Whatever.” And that’s unacceptable.
Your first sentence is critical. Introduce yourself and your topic. That first sentence 
is the first impression and sets the tone, putting the audience on the path to either 
engaging or zoning out. And the corollary to this ... 
Work on your last sentence. Make the last thought mean something; leave the 
audience with something to consider. At least, thank everyone for their attention.
Practice and know the material. Rehearse your presentation enough so you don’t 
have to read your notes, which keeps you from connecting with the audience. And the 
corollary to this ... 
Know how to properly pronounce every word and every name you utter. 
Mispronunciations that could have been worked out and practiced ahead of time 
make you look ignorant and unprepared. And another corollary ... 
Clean it up. No “um” nor “yeah” nor “like” nor “you know,” etc. 
Make good eye contact. It goes a long way in keeping an audience engaged. And 
don’t stare at just one person; that gets weird, and others feel left out.
Put the information into your own words. Do not channel Wikipedia or any 
other stilted or absurdly academic source. Paraphrasing helps you understand the 
material better, makes you seem more natural up there, makes the content easier to 
understand for the audience, and you’ll feel less tied to your notes. And the corollary 
to this ... 
Ask for help. Whether English is your primary language or not, make sure to put the 
information in words you are comfortable saying. Show your slides and your script 
to a competent friend or classmate to check for errors and wrong/odd phrasing. Then 
practice, practice, practice. If English is not your primary language, make sure you 
can pronounce all the words well enough to be understood, and then embrace your 
uniqueness. An accent can be a very charming feature in a speaker. : )
Keep it upbeat, if appropriate. One of your goals should be to pass on a passion and 
excitement for the topic. Some of the best presentations get the audience excited, and 
that happens when the speaker has internalized the material and is engaged with it 
and the audience in a high-energy way. If you are shy or if a low-key approach is in 
your nature, you’ll need to make sure to account for that—and counter it—when you 
are speaking. Low energy on the part of the speaker can really deflate the mood in a 
room and reduce interest.
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Timeline rationale
On the course server
Create a folder and name it:
YOUR LAST NAME – Timeline

In it place the following:
• All digital project files, 
packaged
• A single PDF of the final 
timeline file
• A PDF of your rationale
• Digital file(s) of at least two 
sketches of concepts different 
from the one you turned in. 
Scan them or shoot a picture of 
them with your phone, whatever 
works best for you.
• Compress your folder. (Option-
Right-click > “Compress”) Put 
the “zip” folder on the server 
in GRA5871 > ASSIGNMENT 
DROP > 02 TIMELINE
All digital files are due by 11 
a.m. on Jan. 31.

On the course blog
Post your timeline by the 
start of class on Jan.  31 and 
comment on the work of two 
classmates by class on Feb. 2. 
Comments must be constructive 
and insightful; one weakness, 
one strength.

The purpose of this rationale is to help me understand why you did what you did. 
It’s your chance to explain the decisions you made before I assess the work.

Concept
Discuss your concept for the overall design (style/layout) and content (editorial approach) 
and why you went that route. 

Typography 
Discuss your typeface selection(s), your treatment choices, why you chose those strategies 
and their affect on the visual message.

Color 
Discuss how you used color in your design, and how it affects the visual message. In the 
process, explain why you chose the color(s) you did.   

Hierarchy, organization and layout
Discuss the organization and hierarchy of information and elements, including layout,  
arrangements and relationships worth noting.

Misc.
Explain, discuss or justify any other choices, events or challenges that I should consider.

What grade do you think you deserve for your effort? Why?
Write an honest evaluation of the work, time and effort you put into this.

What grade do you think you deserve for the work itself? Why?
Write an honest evaluation of the end product. How could you make this even better? I will 
take the accuracy of your assessment into account when I assign the final grade.

Something to think about
Tell me what you learned about design and typography via this assignment.


