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6 HISTORY

ERIK  
SPIEKERMANN
E rik Spiekermann was born in 

Germany on May 30, 1947. 
He an influential personality 

in the fields of graphic design and 
typography. He thinks of himself 
as an “information designer.” 

Spiekermann grew up in Stadha-
gen, Germany. He received his 
formal art education from Free 
University of Berlin, and paid his 
tuitions by running a letterpress 
printing press in the basement 
of his residence. He moved to 
London during the 1970s, and 
spent the next decade teaching 
freelancing as a graphic designer. 
In 1979, Spiekermann returned 
to Berlin and founded MetaDe-
sign and built it into the largest 
design studio in Europe, until he 
left it in 2001 because of policy 
disagreements.  In 1989, he and 
his wife started FontShop, the 

first independent mail order dis-
tributor for electronic fonts. He 
now runs Edenspiekermann and 
has offices in Berlin, Amsterdam, 
Stuttgart and San Francisco. Some 
of his clients include Bosch, Deut-
sche Bahn (German Railways), 
The Economist, Pioneer Invest-
ment, Messe Frankfurt, Nokia and 
Birkhäuser Verlag. 

When designing new typefaces, 
Spiekermann begins by drawing 
on paper rather than on screen, 
because it is much easier to see 
if things need to be thicker or 
thinner or softer or harder when 
you are working with pencil. Of 
the design process, he says “you 
don’t actually design the black, 
you design the white: the space 
inside it and the space around 
it.” He says this is due the fact 
that people read contrast.
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OFFICINA:  
A HISTORY

T he ITC Officina Sans design 
was created by Spieker-
mann in 1990 in response 

to the popularity of inexpensive 
laser printers. It is a humanist 
sans serif that was designed to 
maximize readability and leg-
ibility. Building off the type-
writer fonts Courier and Letter 
Gothic, Spiekermann wanted to 
create a simple, useful typeface 
that could be used for business 
communication such as letters 
and emails. The ITC Officina Sans 
typeface was the result.

Shortly after he created Officina 
Sans, Spiekermann realized that 
the typeface has capabilities far 
beyond its original intention of 
office correspondence. While the 
ITC Officina typeface could stand 
on its own as a highly legible and 

remarkably functional type style, 
Spiekermann’s ambitions for the 
design now extended beyond the 
office environment. He sought to 
develop a family of type suitable 
for a wide range of uses.

Officina Sans was modified to 
create ITC Officina Serif, which is 
a slab serif version. Both Officina 
Sans and Officina Serif are avail-
able in a variety of weights with 
corresponding italics. The variety 
of styles makes for a versatile 
communication tool. Proportion-
ally, Officina’s design is slightly 
condensed to make it economi-
cal in its use of space. Counters 
are full and the serifs are strong 
enough to remain legible at small 
sizes, which is especially import-
ant when used on laser printers 
and lesser grades of paper stock.
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10 WEIGHTS

ITC OFFICINA SANS BOOK
Michael Scott

Prison Mike
Caleb Crawdad

Blind Guy McSqueezy
Agent Michael Scarn

Michael Scotch
Michael Klump
Date Mike

ITC OFFICINA SANS BOOK ITALIC

ITC OFFICINA SANS BOLD

ITC OFFICINA SANS BOLD ITALIC

ITC OFFICINA SERIF BOOK

ITC OFFICINA SERIF BOOK ITALIC

ITC OFFICINA SERIF BOLD

ITC OFFICINA SERIF BOLD ITALIC

WEIGHTS 11

WHERE  
ARE THE  
TURTLES 
?!?!?!
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SHOULDER

DESCENDER

SPINE

BOWL

ASCENDER

CLOSED 
COUNTER

EAR
EYECROSS 

STROKE

BASE 
LINE

DESCENDER 
LINE

ASCENDER 
LINE

MEAN 
LINE

BODY

X-HEIGHTLEG

TITTLE

you are the silent killer.
ARM
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Oh,
HOW THE
TURNTABLES.

O fficina is from the library of 
the International Typeface 
Corporation (ITC). The ITC 

was one of the most influential 
and successful type foundries 
in the 1970s and 1980s. It was 
founded in New York in 1970 by 
Aaron Burns, Herb Lubalin and Ed-
ward Rondthaler. 

The company was founded to 
sell phototypesetting, letter-
ing and typographic design 
services to New York design 
studios and advertising agen-
cies. It was one of the first 
font providers to embrace dig-
ital technology and the future 
of typographic design and dis-
tribution. Additionally, Burns 
and Parker were committed 
to licensing fonts in hardware 
based on royalty revenues, a 
notion that still informs the 
typographic market today. 

The ITC library has over 1,650 de-
signs. The company issued both 
new designs and revivals of older 
or classic designs, which were re-
cut to be more suitable for digi-
tal typesetting use and produced 
in families of different weights. 
In addition to ITC Officina, some 
of the well-known typefaces in-
clude: ITC Franklin Gothic, ITC 
Avant Garde Gothic, ITC Gara-
mond, ITC Century Gothic, ITC 
Bauhaus and ITC New Baskerville.

In 1986, ITC was acquired by 
Esselte Letraset, who had taken 
over Letraset. Then, in 2000, Agfa 
Monotype Corporation announced 
the acquisition of the capital 
stock of ITC from Esselte. In No-
vember 2005, Agfa Monotype was 
incorporated as Monotype Imag-
ing with a focus on the compa-
ny’s original goals of typographic 
design and professional printing.

THE ITC
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DO YOU
THINK
DOING 
ALCOHOL
IS COOL?

O fficina can be purchased 
from various websites, in-
cluding font.com or my 

fonts.com. The starting price for 
desktop fonts web fonts is $35, 
which is the cost of one weight. 
The cost of one font for an eBook 
is $70, and the cost of one weight 
for servers and apps is $350.    
 
Additionally, there are numerous 
value packs. Included in the value 
packs are a variety of weights for a 
slightly discounted price.

PURCHASING

OFFICINA



A typical desktop font EULA will allow you to in-
stall the font on your computer for use with au-
thoring tools including word processors, design 
tools and other applications that permit font se-
lection. Fonts can also be used for creation of print 
documents, static images (JPEG, TIFF, PNG) and 
logos. The cost of a desktop font license is deter-
mined by the number of workstations on which the 
font is to be used.

A webfont license allows you to embed the font 
into your website, so that it can be displayed on 
any browser. You will be serving the webfont kit for 
your own site and linking it in the CSS. Webfonts 
can be used across multiple websites/domains as 
long as the websites/domains all belong to the 
single License Owner, and the pageviews are not 
exceeded. Agencies responsible for multiple cli-
ents’ websites, for example web design agencies or 
hosting providers, may not share a single webfont 
license across multiple clients’ websites. 
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COPYRIGHT  
& LICENSING  
INFORMATION

COPYRIGHT AND LICENSING 19

I’M NOT
SUPERSTITIOUS
BUT I AM
A LITTLE
STITIOUS



BOOM
roasted.

COLOPHON 19

COLOPHON
THIS TYPE SPECIMEN WAS MADE ON A WINDOWS 
8.1 OPERATING SYSTEM USING ADOBE INDESIGN. 

This book uses four weights 
of ITC Officina Sans and four 
weights of ITC Officina Serif.

sittin’ in my office with 
a plate of grilled bacon.

4 SOFT PRETZELS WERE CONSUMED,

Several “research breaks” were taken during which  
more episodes of The Office were watched by Chloe.

there were 16 trips to the water fountain

DURING THE PRODUCTION  
OF THIS TYPE SPECIMEN,

and 1 ream of paper was opened, all while 

a donation was made to help find a cure for rabies,

22 THE COLOPHON



BY CHLOE MEISTER

The Officina
S.I. NEWHOUSE SCHOOL OF PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS  
GRA 437, PROFESSOR CLAUDIA STRONG

SOURCE: FONT.COM


