
a history
of type.

In Phoenicia, the first 
alphabet was created 
and spread through 
trade.

c1500 BC

Greece introduced 
their own take on the 
alphabet.

c800 BC c700 BC Rome’s version of 
the alphabet, the 
Latin alphabet, is 
recognizable as 
today’s alphabet.

c220 BC China made 
important 
advancements 
in type, including 
woodblock printing & 
movable type.

1448 Johannes Gutenberg 
changes the world of 
type with his printing 
press.

1468 Nicolas Jenson 
creates the first 
Roman typeface.

1501 Francesco Griffo 
develops the first 
Italic typeface in the 
interest of saving 
space.

1541 Claude Garamond 
inspires many with his 
Greek typefaces.

1725 William Caslon 
modernizes the 
printed book.

1797 In France, Firmin 
Didot invents the 
page printing 
“stereotype”.

1850’s—
1900’s

The Arts & Crafts 
Movement, led by 
William Morris, resists 
industrial influenc..es.

1884 The linotype allows for 
much more efficient 
printing

1890—
1910

Art Nouveau, 
recognizable by its 
natural, organic 
forms, becomes the 
first international 
style.

1916—
1923

Anti-war sentiment 
inspires the art of the 
Dada movement.

1919—
1933

The Bauhaus 
movement, which 
intends to merge art 
& industry, is defined 
by the German art 
school of the same 
name.

1898 Morris Fuller Benton 
garners a reputation 
as one of the most 
prolific typographers 
of all time, creating 
221 typefaces.

1919 In Russia, political 
change sets the stage 
for Constructivism.

1920’s The geometrically-
oriented Art Deco 
becomes the second 
international style.

1929 Paul Renner creates 
Futura.

1950’s Phototypesetting and 
offset printing allow 
greater flexibility and 
clarity.

1950’s The Swiss 
International Style 
introduces the grid 
system, as well as 
Helvetica.

1964 Herb Lubalin 
founds his own 
firm, emphasizing 
expressive 
typography. 1980’s Personal computers 

change the landscape 
of the production and 
distribution of type.

1984 Zuzana Licko 
publishes the first 
issue of Emigre 
magazine.

1990’s The grunge culture 
influences art & type.

1991 Paula Scher 
becomes the first 
female principal at 
Pentagram.

1989 Erik Spiekermann 
founds FontShop, a 
digital distributor.

1999 Hoefler & Frere-Jones 
lead successful 
modern type foundry.

In ancient Egypt 
and Sumar, humans 
communicated 
with phonograms & 
ideograms.

c3100 BC

to be continued.


