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3100 BC
Egypt uses 
pictographs & 
phonograms; 
Papyrus is 
created 

700 BC
Romans tweak 
the Greek 
alphabet to 
very square, 
all capitals for 
carving purposes 

800 BC
Greeks tweak 
the Phoenician 
alphabet and 
begin writing 
from left to right; 
Boustrophedon 

1500 BC
Phoenician 
alphabet is 

created using 
22 symbols as 

sounds

3100 BC
Sumana use 
phonograms & 
ideograms and 
practice pushing 
symbols into clay 
using a stylus

The History of 
Typography

1040 BC
China invents 
movable type

1448
Germany’s 

Johannes 
Gutenberg 

creates efficient, 
metal type 

printing press

200 BC
Carve it, stamp it, 
print it: China creates 
woodblock printing
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1460
Master of Type 
Nicolas Jenson 
spreads roman 
type across Europe 
after opening 
printery in Venice

1490
Claude 

Garamond 
begins a  

Humanist type 
movement

1450
Francesco Griffo 
introduced the 
intricate art of 
punch cutting

1716
William Caslon 
created a 
typeface that 
modernized 
the printed 
book industry  

1850’s
Arts & Crafts 

movement 
intends for 

“good design, 
good society”

1872
Morris Fuller 

Benton 
creates 

221 prolific 
typefaces

1890
The Art Nouveau 
Movement brings 
organic design 
inspired by nature

1878
Paul Renner 
bridges traditional 
values with 
modern type; 
creator of the 
typeface, Futura 

1917
The Bauhaus 
movement inspires 
“honest” design 
taken from its 
natural state 
with the help 
of Modernism

1919
The movement, 
Constructivism, 
crosses multiple 
disciplines with 
clean lines and 
pure shapes

1930’s
Art Deco 
transforms the 
glamour and 
luxury of the era 
into design with 
rich colors, bold 
geometric shapes  

1950’s
Swiss 

International 
Style movement 

incorporates 
both type and 

photography

1968
The all-American 
designer and 
expressive 
typographer Herb 
Lubalin published 
Avant Garde

1957
The notorious 
typeface, 
Helvetica, was 
developed

1984
Zuzana Licko, 

designer of 
the digital 
revolution, 

founded Emigre

1989
Designer Eric 
Spiekermann 

founded 
FontShop, the 
first mail-order 
distributor for 

digital fonts

1999
Hoefler & 

Frer-Jones 
type foundry 

develops fonts 
for both the retail 

market and for 
clients

1990’s
The Grunge 
movement 
produces Ray 
Gun magazine 
that broke the 
conventional 
design rules

1991
Designer 
Paula Scher 
serves as the 
first female 
principal at 
Pentagram 
design studio 


